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Research interests:

My research interests include scleractinian coral taxonomy, benthic community responses to natural and
anthropogenic stressors, coral reef management effectiveness, reef monitoring methods effectiveness,
coral reef biodiversity assessment and conservation, and reef restoration techniques

As a Research Associate with the University of Guam Marine Laboratory | am responsible for
coordinating the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program-funded Guam Long-term Monitoring Program
and managing the National Science Foundation EPSCoR-funded University of Guam Marine Laboratory
Biorepository. In my role as monitoring program coordinator | lead a team of biologists in the collection
of biological and environmental data at high priority reef areas around Guam, with the aim of tracking
changes in the status of key indicators of coral reef condition at these sites and identifying possible
drivers of these changes. Monitoring Program team members also play key roles in rapid response efforts,
such as coral bleaching response assessments and vessel groundings. As manager of the Marine
Laboratory Biorepository | am responsible for coordinating the curation and digitization of Marine
Laboratory collections, and facilitating the broad availability of specimen records to researchers and
others around the globe. When off the clock | have contributed to several publications, such as the book,
Environments of Guam, edited by Dr. Danko Taborosi, and “Corals of the Mariana Islands”, a yet-to-be
published, multi-volume series co-authored with Richard Randall. | also created and maintain the
guamreeflife website (http://www.guamreeflife.com), which is dedicated to raising awareness of Guam’s
rich marine biodiversity.
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